
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is hard to believe that we are more than halfway through 2022, and even though this has been one of the 

toughest years for the African Wildlife Conservation Fund (AWCF) in terms of funding for our programs, we are 

incredibly proud of the resilience of our hard-working and dedicated team, and so grateful to the supporters who 

have believed in the importance of our work.  

With the end of the year around the corner, we would like to share some of our conservation and community 

highs thus far, made possible only by the generous support of individuals such as yourself! 

As always, don’t forget to visit our website , or join us on Facebook and Instagram to receive more regular updates 

on our work. 

 

 

September 2022 

Taking 2022 By The Horns! 

African Wild Dogs Are At The Heart Of Our Efforts 

We might be biased, but we think we have some of the most 

beautiful and charismatic wild dogs in Africa :) Don’t believe us – 

come and visit! There are many beautiful ranches and lodges to 

stay at within the Save Valley Conservancy (SVC), and if you’d like 

to see where all the AWCF-action unfolds, then book a stay at 

Chishakwe where our team is based.  

We are currently monitoring and protecting 63 adult wild dogs in 

SVC (with an additional 47 puppies born this year), and a stable 

population of c. 100 wild dogs in Gonarezhou National Park.   
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September 2022 

 

 Vaccinated 3,070 domestics dogs against rabies (and assisted with 
animal welfare) in two high-risk areas around SVC, to protect wild 
dogs and all wildlife from the virus (April and August 2022). 
 

 Monitored and protected 6 denning packs of African wild dogs in 
SVC, with 47 puppies born in the 2022 breeding season. 
 

 Launched a pilot conservation club program in 30 select schools in 
Bikita and Chiredzi Districts (May 2022). 
 
 

 Saved 1 wild dog from a terrible snare-wire injury, and deployed 
2 tracking collars on 2 packs for improved monitoring and 
protection (August 2022).   
 

 Six ladies employed as fence guardians in a joint initiative to 
reduce human-wildlife conflict, protect wildlife and provide 
neighbouring communities with opportunities for paid 
employment. 
 

 Organised inter-school conservation cluster competitions at the 
end of Term 1 (May 2022) and Term 2 (August 2022), engaging 36 
schools, 360 students, 108 school staff and attended by c. 800 
community members across 6 competitions. 
 
 

 Carried out 8 educational day trips in the Savé Valley Conservancy 
engaging 180 children from 12 schools (June 2022). 
 

 Increased our monitoring and data collection, and engagement, in 
the critical Sengwe-Tshipise Corridor, south of Gonarezhou 
National Park (GNP); a priority initiative and effort to increase safe 
space and connectivity for wildlife from the south of Zimbabwe 
into neighbouring protected areas. 

 

Our programs focus on conserving African wild dogs and other wildlife, 

and helping our neighbouring communities - please see below for our 

major achievements over the past few months: 

Meet Monalisa – A Future Conservationist, But She 

Needs Your Help! 

Monalisa joined the AWCF family when she was selected as a 
beneficiary of our secondary school scholarship program 7 years ago. 
Academically bright, but disadvantaged, Monalisa has worked hard 
for her education and opportunities in life. Monalisa has 2 siblings, 
and after losing her mother at a young age (14), is raised by her aunt 
who works as a fish seller. 
 

Monalisa has been accepted to study Forest Savanna and Wildlife 
Ecology at the University of Zimbabwe, but we need US$1,100 per 
year to support her studies (tuition, accommodation, textbooks). 
Please contact us if you think you can help Monalisa!    
 
“When I finish my course, I want to work as an ecologist in protected 
areas. I want to help our nation to protect our natural resources” 

Monalisa, 2022. 
 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protecting Wildlife and People from the Rabies Virus 
 

Rabies, if left unchecked, could be devastating to wildlife and people, and 

threaten the important population of wild dogs in the lowveld of Zimbabwe. 

It is for this very reason that we prioritise vaccinating domestic dogs in the 

rural communities that border SVC and GNP. Most recently, we vaccinated 

3,070 dogs across two campaigns, and as always, took the opportunity to 

inform and educate people on how to protect themselves and their dogs 

from the virus, and about how regularly vaccinating their pets can help to 

protect endangered African wild dogs. Local-language educational flyers on 

wild dogs were also handed out and explained.    
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Communities And Conservation 
 

Right: In May, through a series of workshops, we initiated a 

pilot conservation club program in 30 of our supported 

primary schools. The aim of this initiative is to establish 

proactive and dedicated conservation clubs in the schools, 

capacitated by well trained and resourced patrons, and 

which drive environmental stewardship amongst the 

students and teachers we work with. 
 

Right: Students enjoy themselves in the Save River whilst 

visiting SVC during one of AWCF’s educational one-day 

trips. Opportunities to connect with, and appreciate, nature 

are critical in encouraging communities to help protect and 

care for wild places.  

 

Below: Our inter-school conservation competitions are the 
highlight of the school term and go a very long way in helping 
to engender positive views about conservation and wildlife 
amongst the communities we support. Through quizzes, 
poems, posters, art and dance the students explore 
conservation issues and learn about special species. 



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

September 2022 

Left: The proud fence guardians working in partnership with SVC, ATS 

and AWCF. 

Please meet Sarah, Tukayi, Miria, Sifelani, Precious, and Chipo - these six 

ladies are from villages along the western boundary of SVC. 

Community Fence Guardians 
 

AWCF, in collaboration with SVC and security authority, Anti-

poaching Tracking Specialists (ATS) have embarked on a 

partnership employing 6 ladies from areas adjacent to SVC to 

assist with maintenance of a portion of the SVC’s perimeter 

fence. This partnerships seeks to promote human-wildlife co-

existence, protect wildlife, and benefit the ladies employed (and 

their dependants) who are often marginalised and overlooked in 

rural communities. The ultimate goal is to extend this initiative 

to other high-risk sections of the fence (poaching incursions, 

wildlife breakouts etc.) and to benefit more local people. 

 

Snare Wires - The Biggest Threat To Our 
Resident Wild Dogs 
 

The wild dogs of SVC are currently at their lowest density in 10 

years. Whilst this is in keeping with the long-term and natural 

‘boom and bust’ nature of wild dogs, snaring is a significant 

issue threatening the sustainability of the population during 

this vulnerable time and which, if left unmanaged, could hinder 

the ability of the wild dogs to recover naturally.  
 

We work hard to address this through a multi-pronged 

approach of helping to remove snares from the field and saving 

caught wild dogs, and through working with communities to 

understand the devastating effect of snare -wire poaching on 

wildlife. 

 

 

Above: The AWCF team removes a wire from the 

neck of Shinga from Nova pack. In the past 6 

months we have had 4 wild dogs affected by 

snare wires in SVC.    

 

Insert: AWCF’s, Rueben Bote, searching for signs of carnivores along the boundary with Mozambique 

The Sengwe-Tshipise Corridor Area – An extensive (>2,500km2) and complex landscape south of 

GNP, with the potential to contribute to significantly more space for wide-ranging carnivores and wildlife.  
 

Recent outputs towards our continued research in the corridor include: 

1. Carrying out environmental education lessons in AWCF-supported rural primary schools. 
 

2. Locating and monitoring an African wild dog pack denning on the northern boundary of the area. 
 

3. Mapping all roads and important waypoints (ecological, infrastructure, landscape) to develop a 

comprehensive visualisation of the area. 

 



 
 

 

THANK YOU – we could not achieve all that we do without you! 
 

We would like to express a genuine thank you to all of the organisations and the handful of private donors who 
have so generously supported our work. 
 

Thanks to Bright Light Foundation; Frederick S. Upton Foundation; SAVE African Rhino Foundation; Zambezi 
Schoolbook Project; Bourke Family Foundation; Trumbull Foundation; Woodchester Trust; Cheetah Conservation 
Initiative; Africa’s Wild Dog Survival Fund; Arche Noah Foundation; Remembering Wild Dogs; JP Morgan 
Charitable Giving Fund. 
 

Thank you... We are very grateful to the Research Council of Zimbabwe for permission to conduct this work and 
to the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority and the Gonarezhou Conservation Trust for their 
support of our programs, and their permission to conduct research in Gonarezhou National Park. We thank the 
members of the Savé Valley Conservancy for their support as well as access to their properties for our research 
and work, and the Ministry of Education and local District Authorities for their support of our community outreach 
and education programs. 
 

www.africanwildlifeconservationfund.org  
 

To unsubscribe from the AWCF mailing list, please email information@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org 
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Over the next 6 months we are putting 

steppingstones in place to work towards 

improved financial stability for the 

organisation. You can help by supporting 

us with items off our wish list. 

 

Will you help us? Click here to DONATE 

easily and securely. 

 Daily GPS/satellite locations for a collared wild dog pack 
for a month - $35 
 

 Monthly student stipend or wound spray to treat an 
injured wild dog - $50 
 

 Monthly petrol to keep a scout mobile in the field - $130 
 

 Snare removal from one wild dog - $250 
 

 Support for secondary school scholarship student - $500 
 

 New AWCF laptop to advance SMART monitoring 
capabilities – $1,000 
 

 Satellite tracking collar for a high-risk wild dog pack - 
$1,800 
 

 Rabies vaccination campaign to protect wildlife - $2,360 

Looking Ahead – AWCF Wish List: 
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